
A River of Plastics
North Carolina Neuse River Basin
Rivers supply the majority of plastics that reach our coastal waters. Wildlife and 
aquatic animals can ingest plastic debris or become entangled. Litter on streets, 
sidewalks, and ditches washes through storm drains into our waterways when it rains. 
Plastic litter breaks down into smaller and smaller components — microplastics —
which accumulate in fish, crabs, and oysters. Preventing and removing litter helps 
keep plastic out of our rivers, sounds, and food.

Microplastics 
• Small particles less than 5 millimeters

• Pervasive in our streams, rivers,
estuaries and the ocean

Other Trash

Plastic Film

Findings are based on a 2020-2021 study that NC Sea Grant led. For more information: go.ncsu.edu/plastics.

Polystyrenes (PS)
Styrofoam packaging and food containers, plastic ware
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Polyethylene terephthalate (PET)
Bottles, containers, polyester fabrics

Other Plastics
Electronics, car parts, toys, etc.
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Resins 
Paints, adhesives, sealants

Polyethylenes (PE)
Plastic bags, films, containers

4

Polypropylenes (PP)
Fabrics, bottle caps, carpet, food containers
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Most common microplastic types 
found in the Neuse River Basin:
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Approximately 92% of the litter that washes into the 
creeks that drain into the Neuse River is plastic. 
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Macroplastics 
• Plastic particles larger than 5 millimeters
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