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How can we increase nature-enhancing landscaping 
in coastal communities with 
easy, available, affordable, attractive solutions?



N.C. native plant survey conducted in 
fall 2021
• Purpose was to learn from growers 

what type of N.C. native plants they 
currently grow and, with adequate 
demand, which types they would 
grow

• Focus on supply of coastal native 
plants, esp. plants featured in 
Coastal Landscapes Initiative guides 
and designs



20 N.C. growers participated in the 
online survey
• Growers identified by NCDA&CS License 

Search page
• Certified (>1 acre) and registered (>=1 

acre) nurseries in all 20 coastal counties 
were contacted by phone and email 

• Eastern NC nurseries also received notice 
of the survey via Danny Lauderdale’s (NC 
State Extension) monthly nursery 
newsletter

County, Region where 
plants are grown

No. of 
Respondents

Beaufort, Coastal 1

Bertie, Coastal 1

Brunswick, Coastal 2

Chowan, Coastal 1

Currituck, Coastal 1

Gates, Coastal 1

Johnston, Coastal 1

Mitchell, Mountains 1

Nash, Coastal 1

New Hanover, Coastal 3

Vance, Piedmont 1



Locations of retail nurseries where growers 
sell their plants
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Size of plant growing business
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Number of respondents that buy plugs, liners or 
other types of plant starts from other growers
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How demand for native plants has changed in 
the last 5 years
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Percentage of total plants sales that are 
plants native to North Carolina
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No. of respondents that currently grow or 
would grow this tree if demand increased
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Atlantic white cedar
persimmon
loblolly bay

American holly
Eastern red cedar

sweetbay magnolia
American hophornbeam

longleaf pine
Carolina cherry laurel
swamp chestnut oak

live oak
bald cypress

Currently Growing Would Grow if Demand Increased



N.C. Native Plant Pick: Southern Live Oak

Go.ncsu.edu/
native-plant-pick



No. of respondents that currently grow or 
would grow this shrub if demand increased
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red buckeye
red chokeberry

American beautyberry
sweet pepperbush

inkberry
winterberry

yaupon holly
anise shrub

Southern wax myrtle
dwarf palmetto

coralberry
highbush blueberry

Adam's needle
zenobia

Currently Growing Would Grow if Demand Increased



N.C. Native Plant Pick: Sweet pepperbush

Go.ncsu.edu/
native-plant-pick



No. of respondents that currently grow or 
would grow this vine if demand increased
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climbing aster

cross vine

Carolina jessamine

coral honeysuckle

Currently Growing Would Grow if Demand Increased



No. of respondents that currently grow or 
would grow this grass if demand increased
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river oats

Elliot's lovegrass

pink muhly grass

bitter panicum

switchgrass

little bluestem

Currently Growing Would Grow if Demand Increased



No. of respondents that currently grow or would 
grow this flowering perennial if demand increased
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blue wild indigo
blue mistflower
sand coreopsis

purple coneflower
coral bean

seashore mallow
blazing star

spotted horsemint
Eastern smooth beardtongue

orange coneflower
black-eyed Susan
sweet goldenrod

firewords goldenrod
seaside goldenrod

calico aster

Currently Growing Would Grow if Demand Increased



N.C. Native Plant Pick: Goldenrods

Go.ncsu.edu/
native-plant-pick



NC Coastal Landscaping Native Plant
Guide & Designs

go.ncsu.edu/CoastalLandscapes
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For more information, 
contact:

Jane Harrison, Ph.D.
Coastal Economics Specialist

NC Sea Grant, NC State University
Jane_Harrison@ncsu.edu

Lloyd Singleton, Director
New Hanover County Extension & Arboretum

NC State University
LSingleton@nhcgov.com
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